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tutional liberties have given you, we will give you the true bread, a
real democracy of economic equality.

Further, the age of expansion which produced the large economic
unit also produced the foggy ideas of "progress" and "efficiency/*
Few stopped to ask: Progress toward what? Efficiency for what?
Certainly not for human happiness. If, however, the large economic
unit, in which labor is divorced from ownership, can be justified,
then so much the more can the Bolsheviks be justified. They have
merged all the mergers, trustified all the trusts, and called the result
the Soviet government.

Unfortunately, in practice that particular form of progress and
efficiency necessitates dictatorship. If only the state can own, then
individuals and corporations, religious and otherwise, can have no
liberties and no measure of independence as against the state, which
really means the politicians. From time immemorial people have
enjoyed owning things. Owners will often risk their lives in defend-
ing their property against robbers. So much the more will they do
so against the communist who seeks to rob them in the name of his
new idea of right which, should it gain ground, would make theft
universal. Of course, communist propaganda takes advantage of the
all too human sin of envy by abusing the rich, but in practice small
owners who have gained or preserved a little property by intense
effort are often its bitterest enemies. When they are clearheaded
they feel, even if they do not fonnulate, Irving Babbitt's epigram:
You cannot attack wealth without attacking property, nor property
without attacking common honesty. Indeed, voluntary com-
munists, such as monks who have renounced even the possibility of
owning anything, will bitterly oppose political communism which,
by making the state the sole owner, makes it the universal and all-
powerful master.

The communist idea reaches far. For instance, take the family. It
has been both wittily and wisely said that civilization was bom on
the day when the first savage could peaceably inherit his dead fa-
ther's spears and fish net without having to fight the other males of
the tribe, and that civilization fell sick when the first inheritance
tax was enacted. Obviously the desire to leave at least a little capital,
even spears and a fish net, to one's legitimately born children has
helped to build the monogamous family. To check so strong a de-
sire demands dictatorship.